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Berkley Woods Residents 
berkleywoodsoa.com

BERKLEY WOODS 2026 HOA DUES $330
DUE BEFORE JANUARY 31st

Send your check to: 
Berkley Woods OA 

8421 Clayton Blvd., Hudson, FL 34667

Lunch Bunch, Wednesday, December 12th
Chili’s Bar and Grill Spring Hill, 3085 Commercial Way

RSVP to Kelley  727-597-0535

BEACON WOODS EAST 
HOMEOWNERS’ ASSN., INC.

MEETING
TUESDAY, December  2, 2025
at 7:00 p.m. in the clubhouse

BWEHA ASSESSMENT
If you haven’t aleardy paid October assessment fees,

They are past due as of October 31, 2025 
Please pay $117.00 that includes the late fee of $25.00

Quarterly Payments are Due January 1, April 1, July 1 & October 1
as of january 1, 2026 assessment fees will be $100 per quarter

Mail or deliver to BWEHA Clubhouse 
8421 Clayton Blvd. • Hudson FL 34667

Lot #___________ Name___________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________

Phone #_________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________

President’s 
Corner
	 The Board has an open slot 
for a director. Call the office for 
more information.
	 Just a reminder, there is no 
street parking allowed day or 
overnight. Emergency Vehi-
cles cannot get through to as-
sist when streets are lined with 
cars. This is a Pasco County 
Ordinance.
	 Beginning January 1, 2026, 
All 3rd violations are sent via 
Certified Mail. The actual cost 
of this certified mailing will 
now be billed directly to the 
resident’s ledger.
	 Dog Owners - Please Be 
Considerate we’ve had several 
residents complain about dog 
owners not picking up after 
their dogs. Please make sure 
you clean up after your dog 
whether it is in another home-
owner’s lot or the common ar-
eas.  And of course, do not 
throw the “doggie bags” in the 
storm drains. Please be consid-
erate and responsible.

Happy Holidays 
We appreciate your community spirit and wish you 
a wonderful Christmas and a successful new year.
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BWE Mission 
Statement

	 • To maintain the property 
values and enhance the desir-
ability of homes in the Beacon 
Woods East community by ju-
dicious and fair enforcement of 
our legally adopted Covenants 
and Deed Restrictions.
	 • To maintain our Common 
Areas and recreational facilities 
for the use and enjoyment of 
our members.
	 • To provide social and recre-
ational opportunities to our 
members at reasonable cost and 
within our financial and physi-
cal capabilities.

BWEHA Directory
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Beverly Botte, President
Robert Rossi, Vice President
Margaret Murphy, Treasurer

Allison Pierce, Secretary
Dan Hess, Director

Daniel Daws, Director
ASSOCIATION OFFICE

727-863-5447
Hours: Monday thru Friday

 8:00a.m. – 4:00p.m.
The office is closed for 
lunch 12:30-1:00 daily.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Jane Katzen, Community

 Association Manager
Rozanna Maltbie,
Office Assistant
Richard Sweet,

Maintenance Tech

  The monthly newsletter, the 
Beacon, is published by Sieber 
Graphics. The newsletter serves 
as the official publication of the 
association and only informa-
tion pertaining to BWEHA are 
submitted by the Association Of-
fice to inform the community of 
relevant news.  The Association 
has no input or control over the 
advertisements. All advertising 
is handled by Sieber Graphics.

	 President Botte called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Present were Directors Beverly 
Botte, Rob Rossi, Margaret 
Murphy, Allison Pierce, Dan 
Hess and Daniel Daws. Also let 
the records show that Jane Kat-
zen was present... The pledge 
of allegiance was recited.
	 Ms. Pierce stated the minutes 
of the last meeting of October 7, 
2025, were published in the 
Beacon, posted on the bulletin 
board, and made a motion to ac-
cept the minutes as published. 
The motion was seconded, and 
the minutes were accepted.
Correspondence
None
Treasurer Report:
	 Ms. Murphy reported that 
there is $46068.08 in the oper-
ating account; $8,324.46 is pre-
paid leaving a balance of 
$37,743.62. There are 115 de-
linquents, 1 deceased, 17 liens/
pre-liens,1 foreclosure/ bank-
ruptcies for a total of 10 in var-
ious stages of collection. We 
have 7 liens for $6,333.89, 10 
intent to lien $3,339.67, for a 
total of $9,673.56. We have a 
total of 36 homeowners that 
owe two or more quarters 
$8,949.82. 79 homeowners that 
owe one quarter $8,768.47.
Community Association
Manager's Report:
None
Architectural Control & 
Deed Restrictions:
	 Ms. Murphy reported that 
two (2) third letters were sent in 
October.
	 Lot 801   Debris stored in 
front of garage
	 Lot 478   Grass exceeds 8” in 
height   
Old Business:
	 Title search. Emailed the 
County Attorney Nicki Spirtos 
and the County Real property 
Manager Heather Wolfe. As of 
yet we still have had no re-
sponse. Regarding the strips of 
land along Fivay. The County 
should be maintaining these 3 
strips of land.
New Business: 

Summary of Meeting Minutes of
Beacon Woods East Homeowners’ Assn., Inc.

Board of Directors • November 4, 2025
	 Choose dates for 2026 Craft 
& Bake sales and Garage sales.
	 Getting information on a hot 
dog vendor for craft and bake 
sales.
	 Charging $1.00 more for a 
table at craft fair for coffee & 
donuts during set up.
2026 Event Calendar
March 21st Craft and bake Sale
March 28th Community Ga-
rage Sale
October 10th Craft and bake 
sale
October 17th Community Ga-
rage Sale 
Volunteers for all activities 
would be appreciated. 
Suggestions:
Organizational Reports:
None
Announcements and 
Reminders:
	 The next meeting will be held 
on December 2, 2025, at 7:00 pm.
Open Forum:  
	 Homeowner asked if resi-
dent has agreed to pay for the 
pool ladder. Yes, they are go-
ing to pay.
	 Resident is worried that the 
people that are on SNAP and are 
not receiving them at this time. 
She would like to help and have 
other people volunteer to take 
people from the community to 
the food banks or to sign up for 
some type of help that is needed 
in the household. Or they can 
even call 211 which is a free ser-
vice that connects everyone in 
our community with help and 
answers from thousands of 
health and human service agen-
cies and resources right in their 
local communities—quickly, 
easily and confidentially. ​There 
are no eligibility requirements, 
income standards, or any other 
restrictions.
Anyone can connect with 211!
	 Homeowner had a basket-
ball, that she bounced so she 
could show and tell everyone 
what her neighbor does each 
night till 10 p.m. She knows 
that ordinance is 10 p.m. and 
nothing can be done to stop 
neighbor from bouncing ball.

	 Homeowner also said that 
one of her neighbors has a dog 
that is kept in the backyard and 
spends all the time in a cage 
6x12x5 with no roof and the 
dog has no shade in the hot 
weather. All that can be done is 
for her to call Pasco County 
Animal Control.
Adjournment:
	 President Botte adjourned 
the meeting at 7:50 pm.

Jane Katzen, 
Recording Secretary

Allison Pierce, Secretary

Deed Restrictions
at Work:
	 Letters were sent in October 
the Architectural Control & 
Deed Restriction Committee to 
correct verified deed restriction 
violations listed below:
2	 Grass exceeds 8” in height 
1	 Vehicle parked on grass 
	 overnight
1	 Vehicle parked on grass
1	 Vehicle parked on street 
	 overnight
1	 Debris in front of garage
2nd Notices
Lot 452	 Grass exceeds 8 inches 
		  in height
Lot 454	 Vehicle parked on 
		  grass overnight 
Lot 576	 Vehicle parked on 
		  grass	
Lot 476	 2 vehicles parked in 
		     street overnight
3rd Notices
Lot 494	 Grass exceeds 8” in 
		  height
Lot 801	 Debris in front of
		  garage
	 Thanks for your compliance 
– the following violations have 
been corrected:
Lot 343N	 High grass
Lot 338	 Grass exceeds 8
	 inches in height
Lot 259 	 Grass exceeds
	 8 inches in height
Lot 097N	 Hedges exceed the
	 height of 5 feet
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(727) 862-5512

Air Conditioning & Heating

“Ask Your Neighbors . . . They Know Us!”

LICENSED – BONDED – INSURED 
State Lic. #CAC1813889

George Maniates, Founder/Vice President
Serving Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough & Hernando

Visit us at www.AmenAir.com

DOES NOT COVER REFRIGERANT
Must present coupon at time of service. 

Good thru December 2025

NO DIAGNOSTIC FEE 
wITh ANy repAIr

WINTER SPECIAL!
Reg.

$178.00

Includes 2 Visits
Good thru December 2025

Mention this ad and receive a Quote at No Charge on Replacement of Equipment

$169 ANNUAL 
MAINTENANCE 

A Savior is Born....Come Rejoice with Us!A Savior is Born....Come Rejoice with Us!

Longest Night Service • Saturday, Dec. 20th • 6 pmLongest Night Service • Saturday, Dec. 20th • 6 pm
Christmas Eve Service • Wednesday, Dec. 24th • 7 pmChristmas Eve Service • Wednesday, Dec. 24th • 7 pm
Christmas Day Service • Thursday, Dec. 25th • 10 amChristmas Day Service • Thursday, Dec. 25th • 10 am

Advent Services: Dec. 3rd, 10th, & 17th • 4 pmAdvent Services: Dec. 3rd, 10th, & 17th • 4 pm

Hope Lutheran Church  •  12321 Canton Avenue  •  Hudson
 727-863-6446  •  Rev. James T. Zang III, Pastor  •  www.hopelchudson.com

The entire 
family is invited 

to our 

December 7th
from 2-4 pm

Advent
Craft 

Workshop
with Santa &

the Holy Family!

Fun for all ages!

Tips to Protect Tips to Protect 
Your Personal Your Personal 

Financial InformationFinancial Information
	 In 2024, the Federal Trade 
Commission fielded more than 
1.1 million reports of identity 
theft. Credit card fraud was the 
most common crime. Also, 2024 
saw the largest data breaches in 
history, impacting billions of us-
ers and subjecting customers to 
the potential of having personal 
data exposed and ultimately ex-
ploited.
	 Although there is no foolproof 
way to keep personal and finan-
cial data safe, people can take 
several steps to safeguard their 
information.
	 · Use strong, unique pass-
words. Have several different 
and complex passwords for each 
online account to prevent a com-
promised password from pro-
viding access to all of the ac-
counts. People can use a 
password manager to help create 
and store these unique pass-
words. The U.S. Cybersecurity 
& Infrastructure Security Agen-
cy says that strong passwords 
should be at least 16 characters; 
feature a random string of 
mixed-case letters, numbers and 
symbols; or comprised of a 
memorable phrase of four to 
seven unrelated words, known 
as a passphrase.
	 · Use two-factor authentica-
tion. Enable two-factor authen-
tication (2FA) on all accounts to 
add an extra layer of security. 

This second form of verification 
often comes by the way of a tex-
ted or emailed code that must be 
entered to log into an account.
	 · Consider extra security for 
your credit report. Individuals 
can contact the three major cred-
it bureaus and bolster their cred-
it-related security. A fraud alert 
tells businesses to check with the 
person before opening a new ac-
count to verify if it is really him 
or her. An initial fraud alert or 
active duty fraud alert expires in 
a year, while an extended fraud 
alert lasts seven years, but re-
quires an FTC identity theft re-
port. A credit freeze is a greater 
measure of security that keeps 
others from getting into the cred-

	 Identity theft is a very real 	 Identity theft is a very real 
threat in the digital age. threat in the digital age. 

While it once was complicat-While it once was complicat-
ed for criminals to collect ed for criminals to collect 

personal data, such as personal data, such as 
identification numbers, identification numbers, 

emails, phone numbers, and emails, phone numbers, and 
more, the connectivity the more, the connectivity the 

internet offers can sometimes internet offers can sometimes 
make stealing information as make stealing information as 

easy as clicking a button.easy as clicking a button.
	

it report at all (with a fraud alert 
the credit report can still be ac-
cessed). That means no one can 
open a new credit account while 
the freeze is in place. It must be 
lifted each time a person wants 
to open a new account.
	 · Protect your identification 
numbers. Individuals should 
not carry a Social Security card 
in a wallet or give out their So-
cial Security Number (Social In-
surance Number in Canada) un-
necessarily.
	 · Exercise caution on the 
phone and when answering 
emails. Scammers can mislead 
others by using seemingly legiti-
mate phone numbers or email 
addresses to solicit information. 

Always verify the validity of re-
quests before sharing personal 
information.
	 · Regularly check accounts. 
People should double-check all 
financial accounts periodically 
for suspicious transactions. Each 
year individuals are able to re-
quest and check a free credit re-
port from Experian, TransUnion 
and Equifax.
	 · Use a secured internet con-
nection. To reduce the risk of 
data being stolen, only review 
financial information when uti-
lizing a secured (password 
locked) internet network.
	 Taking strides to protect per-
sonal data is important to safe-
guard one's financial security.
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10% OFF10% OFF
With This AdWith This Ad
Exp. 12/31/2025Exp. 12/31/2025

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Sprinkler Service & AdjustmentsSprinkler Service & Adjustments
Wells • Pumps • Water SoftenersWells • Pumps • Water Softeners

WELLS & WELLS & 
IRRIGATIONIRRIGATION352-922-3752352-922-3752

AAnytimenytime

BEFORE AFTER

727-863-0644

Taylor D’Angelone Law

 Elder Law • Wills/Probate • Family Law             
Civil & Contract Litigation • Adoption       

(Formerly Eloise Taylor, P.A.) continues to serve our clients in the same compassionate 
and professional manner as Eloise always did.

Mischelle Taylor D’Angelone 1942-2015

7730 Little Rd. • Suite B • New Port Richey, FL 34654

8619 State Road 52
Family Owned & Operated

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 868-2051

Complete Auto Repair • Electrical Service
Complete Exhaust Service• Air Conditioning Specialists

MV16691

CLOSED SATURDAYS

LUBE, CHANGE OIL 
& REPLACE FILTER

Includes Impact Fee, 
Up to 5 qts. Penzoil, Fluids 
& Tire Pressure Checked

$3995
+ TAX

Shining a Light on Chanukah Celebrations
	 What is Chanukah? Chanu-
kah (also spelled Hanukkah), is 
a Jewish festival that lasts eight 
days. It starts on the twen-
ty-fifth day of Kislev, which 
usually falls within the month 
of December, and commemo-
rates the rededication of the 
Jewish Temple in 165 BC by 
the Maccabees. The Temple 
had been previously desecrated 
by the Syrians.
	 Why is Chanukah eight 
days? After the Maccabees 
fended off the Syrian-Greeks 
and reclaimed their Temple, 
they sought to light the Tem-
ple's menorah. However, they 
found only a single cruse of ol-
ive oil that had escaped con-
tamination, according to 
Chabad.org. Miraculously, the 
one-day supply of oil lasted for 
eight days, until new oil could 
be prepared under conditions of 
ritual purity. Sages subsequent-
ly instituted the festival of Cha-
nukah to commemorate and 

Fall and winter provide plenty of opportunities for merri-
ment, including Chanukah, which encourages the Jewish 
community to gather and celebrate their faith together.

publicize this miracle.
	 Menorah lighting: The me-
norah is the centerpiece of the 
Chanukah celebration. It holds 
nine flames, one of which is 
called the "shamash" (atten-
dant). That candle is used to 
kindle the other eight lights. By 
the eighth night of Chanukah, 
all eight lights are lit and glow-
ing. The menorah is placed in a 
doorway or window.
	 Oily foods: Since the Chanu-
kah miracle focuses on oil, it is 
customary to enjoy foods fried 
in oil. Potato latkes are com-
monly enjoyed, as are jel-
ly-filled donoughts called "suf-
ganiyah."
	 Giving: Chanukah really 
isn't about exchanging gifts. 
The tradition actually is to give 
out Chanukah gelt, which is 
gifts of money to children. 
Also, individuals reward posi-
tive behavior and devotion to 
Torah study. The cash gifts en-
able kids to give to charity.
	 A minor holiday: Although 
it is a significant and widely ob-
served festival, Chanukah is a 
historical rather than biblical 
holiday. It doesn't carry the same 
religious weight as other Jewish 
high holidays like Yom Kippur, 
for example. Its emphasis may 
be due in part to Chanukah's 
proximity to Christmas.
	 Chanukah celebrations en-
able faithful Jews to celebrate 
together and focus on their faith 
during a festive time of year.
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DRYWALL INSTALLATION
WALLPAPER REMOVAL

POPCORN CEILINGS
VINYL CEILINGS 

PAINTING & MORE

 Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Lic. #LLD009878

Kenneth Hofbauer

Drywall Texture
Coatings LLC

727-819-8848

Deck Your Walls!Deck Your Walls!

www.khdrywallcontractor.comwww.khdrywallcontractor.com

Quality and Clean Work Since 1995
Free Estimates

• Removals
• Feeding
• Cabling

• Pruning
• Cord-Wood
• Stump Grinding

• Land Clearing
• Pool Areas Cleared
• Demossing

PANZNER’S TREE SERVICE
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS
Call Anytime...727-378-2626

Once A Year

727-919-5072 Aaron     727-967-1486 Bill
859-0068

Making homes like yours bug-free for over 30 years!

Call Today!

Proven & Guaranteed!

$19500 ✔ Full Year
✔ Full Service

Why are you paying more?

PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

Licensed & Insured

Signs an Aging Driver Might No 
Longer Be Safe Behind the Wheel

	 Many seniors have spent 
half a century if not longer 
behind the wheel. That histo-
ry undoubtedly makes it diffi-
cult for aging drivers to relin-
quish their keys should factors 
beyond their control begin to 
jeopardize their ability to 
drive safely and thus pose a 
threat to themselves and oth-
ers. In such instances, family 
members may need to step in 
and make difficult decisions 
for aging relatives in relation 
to their driving. Before that 
decision is made, families can 
keep an eye out for various 
signs that a loved one might 

no longer be safe behind the 
wheel.
	 · Frequent accidents or 
near misses: The National 
Institute on Aging notes that 
aging drivers who are in mul-
tiple vehicle crashes or near 
misses may no longer be safe 
to drive. Even drivers who 
are not at fault in a given ac-
cident may otherwise have 
been able to avoid being in-
volved if not for diminished 
abilities behind the wheel. 
The NIA notes that slower re-
action time and reflexes are 
two driving abilities that can 
diminish over time, and that 

can increase the chances ag-
ing drivers are in an accident.
	 · Vehicle damage: Another 
sign an aging driver may be 
experiencing diminishing 
driving abilities is the pres-
ence of new dents or scrapes 
on a car. The NIA notes that 
stiff joints and muscles and 
difficulty seeing are some 
common age-related health 
conditions that can affect a 
driver's ability to safely oper-
ate a motor vehicle. When 
such problems begin to ap-
pear, drivers may experience 
difficulty navigating areas 
like parking lots and narrow 
streets that do not have ample 
shoulder space. The results 
can be vehicle damage like 
dents or scrapes.
	 · Increase in traffic tick-
ets: The NIA suggests two or 
more traffic tickets or warn-
ings within the last two years 
is a sign drivers' skills are di-
minishing.
	 · Anxiety about nighttime 
driving conditions and oth-
er motorists: Aging drivers 
who express anxiety about 
driving at night may no lon-
ger be safe to drive, especial-
ly after the sun goes down. 
Some aging drivers simply 
stop driving at night, which 
suggests they might be capa-
ble of driving safely during 
the day. In addition, drivers 
who have anxiety or make 
frequent complaints about 
other drivers' actions, includ-

ing their speed and deci-
sion-making in regard to ac-
tions like lane changes, may 
be experiencing diminished 
abilities behind the wheel.
	 There's no universal age when 
older drivers should stop driv-
ing. But families can keep an 
eye open for various signs sug-
gesting aging 
drivers are no 
longer safe be-
hind the wheel.

Driving is often associated with independence. 
The freedom that comes with being a licensed driver is often 

noted when newly minted motorists get a driver’s license. 
But the sense of independence that comes with being a 
licensed driver affects all motorists, including seniors.
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Specialized Care for Adults 65+

24/7 Phone Access to Your Team

On-Site Labs and Diagnostics

See the Same Doctor—Every Time

Call our Onboarding Specialist to Learn More:  (727) 877-8051

Care designed 
with you in mind.

Accepted Insurance: CarePlus, Devoted, Florida Blue, Freedom, Humana, Optimum

At Greenbrook Medical, we've been senior-focused 
and family-run since 1991. We believe in giving our 
seniors the respect you deserve, and that starts 
with treating you like one of us—like family.

Meet The Greenbrook Medical Hudson Care Team

Daniel Díez, MD
Internal Medicine

Shereen Naccour, MD
Internal Medicine

Goto greenbrookmedical.com or scan the QR code to learn more →
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Always Sunny 
Cleaning Co.

727-326-5876 or 352-442-0590
AlwaysSunnyCleaningCo@gmail.com
Pasco, Hernando & Citrus

Free Quotes • Apartment • Home • Office 
Licensed & Insured • Military & Senior Discounts 

★ Residential Service 
★ Residential Generators
★ Service Upgrades 
★ Ceiling Fan Installation
★ Fixture Installation 
★ Cable TV Jacks 
★ Phone Jacks 
★ Landscape Lighting

 Free Estimates 

727-919-3709

patriotelectricalservices.com

★ Reasonable Rates ★

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Lic. ER#13013156

Rick Piccinini • Master Electrician

Specializing in All
Aspects of Electrical Work

List with me today – your home deserves the Finest 
Representation! Call or Text for a Free Consultation!

727-741-6236

EXPERIENCE THAT DELIVERS RESULTS

HOLIDAYS
HappyHappy

Florida Luxury Realty, Inc.        Cindy Baer, Realtor®

Ginger Cookies Fit 
Right in During 
Holiday Baking Sessions
	 Holiday baking sessions are a 
beloved tradition in many house-
holds. A family baking day 
during the holiday season is a 
great activity that appeals to 
loved ones of all ages, making a 
day spent in the kitchen an ideal 
way to bring multiple genera-
tions together under one roof.
	 There's no shortage of options 
when baking together as a fami-
ly, but no treat embodies this sea-
son of baking more than cookies. 
Whether you're baking cookies 
for Santa Claus, bringing them 
along to a holiday party or sim-
ply whipping them up for some 
extra energy when decorating 
the tree, these "Ginger Cookies" 
from Lines+Angles are sure to 
please this December.
Ginger Cookies
Makes 48 cookies
	 1 cup packed brown sugar
	 3/4 cup shortening
	 1/4 cup molasses
	 1 large egg
	 2 1/4 cups unbleached all- 
purpose flour
	 1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
	 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
	 1 teaspoon ginger
	 2 teaspoons baking soda
	 1/4 teaspoon salt
	 Granulated sugar, for rolling
	 1. Preheat oven to 375 F. 
Lightly grease baking sheet with 
non-stick cooking spray.

  2. In a 
l a r g e 
bowl, us-
ing an 
e l e c t r i c 
mixer on 
m e d i u m 
s p e e d , 
b e a t 
b r o w n 

sugar, shortening, molasses, and 
egg together until light and 
fluffy. Stir in all remaining ingre-
dients, except granulated sugar.
	 3. Shape dough by rounded 
teaspoonfuls into balls. Dip tops 
into granulated sugar and place 
balls, sugar side up, on prepared 
baking sheet, about 3 inches 
apart.
	 4. Bake 10 to 12 minutes or 
until just set. Remove from 
cookie sheet immediately to 
wire rack to cool. Serve.
	 Tip: Before measuring molas-
ses, spray the measuring cup 
with cooking spray; the molas-
ses won't stick to the sides of the 
cup.

Adorable Cookies Add to 
the Festive Feel of the 
Holidays
	 Food helps to set the festive 
atmosphere that has become 
synonymous with the holiday 
season. Celebrants asked to re-
call their fondest memories of 
the holiday season undoubtedly 
would point to nights spent sur-
rounded by loved ones at the 

family dinner table, which serves 
as a testament to the unifying 
power of food during a special 
time of year.
	 Holiday hosts looking to food 
to set a festive tone can consider 
these “Peanut Butter Reindeer 
Cookies” from Lines+Angles. 
These cookies are flavorful and 
the finished product is adorable, 
which can help celebrants feel 
even more festive during season-
al celebrations.
Peanut Butter Reindeer Cookies
Makes 48 cookies
	 1⁄2 cup unsalted butter, 
softened
	 3⁄4 cup peanut butter
	 1⁄3 cup granulated sugar
	 1⁄3 cup packed light 
brown sugar
	 1 large egg
	 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
	 1 1⁄2 cups all-purpose flour
	 1 teaspoon baking soda
	 1⁄2 teaspoon salt
	 48 large red M&M candies
	 96 mini semisweet chocolate 
chips
	 Pretzels, broken into 96 1-inch 
pieces
	 1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Line 
2 baking sheets with parchment 
paper. 
	 2. In a large bowl, beat togeth-
er butter, peanut butter, sugar, 
and brown sugar on medium 
speed until light and fluffy, about 
2 minutes. Add egg and vanilla 
extract and mix until combined. 
	 3. In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether flour, baking soda, and 
salt. Add the dry ingredients to 
the wet ingredients and stir until 
just combined. Roll the dough 
into 1-inch balls, and place at 
least 1 inch apart on cookie 
sheet. Bake only 10 to 12 cook-
ies at a time. Refrigerate the 

bowl of dough in between batch-
es. Bake for 7 to 9 minutes, until 
the cookies are just set. 
	 4. Immediately place one 
M&M in the center of each 
cookie for a nose (press down a 
bit if your cookies aren’t flat 
enough), 2 mini chocolate chips 
for the eyes, and 2 pretzel pieces 
at the top for antlers. Carefully 
transfer the cookies to a wire 
rack to cool completely.
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Serving Pasco 727-868-4447  •  Pinellas / Hillsborough / Hernando  Toll Free 1-877-884-5222

FINANCING AVAILABLE
Free estimates Free estimates 
& 2nd OpiniOns!& 2nd OpiniOns!

GuaranteedGuaranteed
LOwest prices!LOwest prices!

Free service caLL Free service caLL 
with any repairwith any repair

AIR CONDITIONING 
& HEATING TUNE-UP

$2499

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS
Hours Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Licensed Since 1989 • Insured • St. Lic. #CAC 056339

Our unconditional guaranteeOur unconditional guarantee
or this service is FREE!or this service is FREE!

FLAT RATE

30 POINT
TUNE-UP
SPECIAL

• You will have Fresher Cleaner Air in Your Home.
• This service will save you at least $15 in
   lower electric bills over the next six months.
• If your air conditioning breaks for any reason
   in the next six months, we will refund your 
   $15 with no questions asked!

727-868-4447   Toll Free 1-877-884-5222
County Energy & Environmental Services, Inc.

DON’T GET CAUGHT IN THE COLD

WINTER 2025

Kills the mold, bacteria, pet dander,
& fungus that you are breathing.

$40
DUCT SANITATION

WINTER 2025

Complete Systems
Starting at                                    Installed$3329**Restrictions  Apply

WINTER 2025

Service Agreements
Includes: 2 Tune-Ups, 1 Service Call
and 15% Off All Repairs & Parts

$65 per 
year

WINTER 2025
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Mike’s screen service

“For All Your Screening Needs”

• Pool Enclosures
• Windows & Doors

• Screen Rooms
• Pressure Washing

Mike Welker

(727) 849-4640Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates

	 Winter certainly has its posi-
tive attributes, but some may 
shudder at the thought of cold-
er temperatures and shorter 
hours of daylight. In fact, some 
people dislike the cold so much 
they take to the road each win-
ter and make for locales noted 
for their mild temperatures. 	
	 Snowbird is a term used to 
refer to individuals who de-
part their homes around the 
beginning of winter so they 
can spend the ensuing months 
in warm climates. Snowbirds 
often are retirees, but the flex-
ibility of remote working has 
enabled more and more work-
ing professionals to become 
snowbirds, too. Those consid-
ering a pivot to the snowbird 
lifestyle can consider these 
tips to make that transition 
successful.
	 · Find the right locale. 
Those new to the snowbird 
lifestyle might assume any-
where that isn't cold will fit the 
bill, but warm weather isn't the 
only variable to consider when 
choosing where to spend your 
winters. Many snowbirds 
spend several months at their 

	 There 	 There are many reasons to welcome the arrival of are many reasons to welcome the arrival of 
winter each year. The holiday season, recreational winter each year. The holiday season, recreational 

activities like skiing and snowboarding, and the activities like skiing and snowboarding, and the 
undeniable beauty of snow-covered landscapes are undeniable beauty of snow-covered landscapes are 
just some of the reasons to look forward to winter.just some of the reasons to look forward to winter.

	

Snowbird Survival GuideSnowbird Survival Guide
winter destinations, so you 
will want somewhere that can 
accommodate the lifestyle 
you've grown accustomed to. 
First identify your priorities 
and then consider variables 
like the accessibility of night-
life, the availability of recre-
ational activities and opportu-
nities to socialize. A warm but 
especially remote location 

might appeal to some, but 
those who like to get out might 
do best spending their winters 
in a more vibrant locale.
	 · Get a firm idea of the 
cost. Though there's ways to 
save on the snowbird lifestyle, 
it can be costly. Whether you 
plan to rent a winter home or 
purchase a second home, 
there's notable costs that come 
with each approach. The costs 
of renting might seem more 
straightforward, as renters may 
think a deposit and monthly 
rent is all the added expense. 
But snowbirds who plan to 
work during the winter will 
need to consider the tax impli-
cations if they will be living 
and working in a different state 
or province. Buying a second 
home also comes with its own 
tax implications, so it might be 
best for aspiring snowbirds to 
work with a certified financial 
professional who can help 

them navigate those costs. 
Certain locales may be 
tax-friendly for retirees, who 
also can work with a financial 
professional to identify loca-
tions where the financial impli-
cations of snowbirding might 
not be too significant.
	 · Don't forget your pets. 
Pets merit consideration when 
pondering the feasibility of the 
snowbird lifestyle. If you plan 
to rent lodgings for the winter, 
you must find a pet-friendly 
option, which can prove diffi-
cult depending on the type and 
size of your pet(s). Pets' com-
fort also merits consideration. 
If you have a dog, a winter res-
idence with access to a yard or 
nearby dog park should be a 
priority. And some complexes 
that specialize in offering win-
ter lodgings may restrict pets 
or charge hefty fees to allow 
them.

Snowbird continued on 22

LLC

 Have No Fear, Help is Here!

(727) 992-4025Call Tammy 

 Transportation • Air Port Runs • Errands
Doctor’s Appointments • Shopping  •  Companionship
              Errands • Organizing
             Family Member Relief  
           Pet Sitting • Pet WalkingLicensed & Insured

2023 – 2025
Neighborhood

FAVE

Nellie Sovare, PA
727-808-1793

NellieBsells@gmail.com
Visit NellieSells.com

Susanna Vizzari, LLC
727-858-9399

sueari6@aol.com
Visit SusannaVizzari.remax.com

Susanna Vizzari •  Nellie Sovare
Cancel at 
Any Time!SUNSET             REALTY

Call the Call the TwoTwo Multi-Million Dollar Producers with  Multi-Million Dollar Producers with 
Double the Experience. We’ll make you our #1 priority!Double the Experience. We’ll make you our #1 priority!

Looking for a SOLD SIGN
this Holiday season?

We’re the team to make it happen.

Wishing you Wishing you 
all things all things 

Merry & Bright!Merry & Bright!
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How to Place a Mini Ad
4 Reach Close to   
    13,000 Homes!
4 Your ad is  
    Good for 30 Days!
4 Get Results!

Non-Commercial “Items for Sale” (Not Real Estate)
10 words or less for $15.00 — 80¢ each additional word.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Real Estate for Sale or Rent (Realtors welcome!)
10 words or less for $35.00 — 80¢ each additional word.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
All Commercial/Service Ads
10 words or less for $70.00 — 80¢ each additional word.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

No ads taken over the phone.  Deadline is the 18th of the previous month to go in the 
next month’s issue. Phone number counts as one word. Advance payment required. 

________    ________    ________    ________    ________ 

________    ________    ________    ________    ________ 

________    ________    ________    ________    ________ 

________    ________    ________    ________    ________

Use pricing above and fill out this coupon and deliver or mail with payment 
to Sieber Graphics • 12045 Cobblestone Dr. • Hudson, FL 34667 

COME SEE OUR SHOWROOM
9529 SR 52 • HUDSON

Nick (Owner)  813-356-8411
Email: homeresq@gmail.com

Interior & Exterior 
Remodeling

Design, Remodel
& Reconstruct

www.HomeResQInc.com

• Tile • Wood • Laminate • Carpet
• 6”-7” Seamless Gutters
• Painting & Pressure Washing      
• Drywall Repairs & Texturing      
• Trim Carpentry/Crown Molding  
• Siding/Soffit & Fascia
• Interior & Exterior Doors 
• PLUS MUCH MORE! 

Kitchen & Bath
REMODELING

Your 
Remodeling Specialists

Lic. #CBC1262949

727-863-RESQ (7377)

PLUMBING REPAIRS!
When you get tired of paying $100 
an hour for plumbing labor....Call

J. SCHULZ PLUMBING, INC.
 — Family Owned & Operated —

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

(727)863-2781
State Lic. #CF-C057308

• Garbage Disposals Installed
• Washerless Faucets Installed
• Faucets & Toilets Repaired Rapid  Completion  Guaranteed!

RESIDENTIAL   REAL  
ESTATE   APPRAISALS

Colossians 
3:23

727-534-3652
Jim Redmile, Cert. Res. RD5082

Redmile Appraisals, Inc.

Trusts  •  Pre-Sale 
Estate Planning • Divorce Settlements

Banking & Mortgage Needs

OVERNIGHT COMPANION 
SITTER - For Seniors. $15 hourly 
rate. Call Diane  727-389-2953.
..........................................................
GARAGE DOOR REPAIR - Sales 
& Service. Affordable Doors. 727-
992-5122.
..............................................................
ALLTIMATE HANDYMAN / RE-
MODELING / JUNK REMOVAL 
- No job too small. Call Rich 727-
808-7472.
 ..............................................................

SWIGER’S LANDSCAPES -  
Monthly Hedge Trimming/Flower 
Bed Upkeep,  Full Service Lawn 
Care, Landscape Design, Mulch/
Rock Installation. 727-776-6306. 
.......................................................
MOBILE GROOMING - Call 
Sassy’s Head to Tail. We Do Cats 
Too! Call 862-2597.
..........................................................
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
PAINTER/Powerwasher Extroid-
inaire. Also Tiling, Vinyl flooring 
and other Handyman Projects. 
Please call Bill at 727-857-5803.
..........................................................
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS in 
this publication. See coupon below 
for details.
..........................................................
HOUSECLEANING   - Hard 
working. Dependable. Reasonable. 
Free Estimates. Call Diane 727-
645-3501.
..........................................................
RENT / SELL YOUR HOME in 
this publication. See coupon below 
for details.

PAINTER - PAINTER - PAINTER
Interior/Exterior. Powerwashing. 
25 years experience. Johnson’s 
Painting 413-530-7391.
..........................................................
WE  BEAT  THE  GEEKS PRICES 
BY 25% on repairs, networking 
installations, hard drive rein-
stallations and more. Call JRG 
Productions.....for the computer!  
727-868-4101.
..........................................................
SPEECH THERAPY & MORE 
Pediatrics. For a list of our services 
please visit steppingstonesthera-
pyweb.com or contact Director/
Owner Holly Pietz MA, CCC, 
SLP/L-TSSLD 813-503-3386 or 
hollypietz2@gmail.com
..........................................................
SELL MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
in this publication. See coupon 
below for details.
..........................................................
SIEBER TREE SERVICE INC. 
Tree & Stump Removal, Tree 
Pruning. ISA Certified Arborist. 
Licensed & Insured. 862-2562.

T.O.P.S. SINCE 2020 DRYER 
VENT CLEANING - with roof 
check $55. Gutter Cleaning 1st 
floor only .50 per linear foot. 
Power washing with bleach pre-
soak .35 square foot. Ask for Ed. 
Licensed & Insured 727-485-5202.
..............................................................
HANDYMAN SERVICES 727 - 
Alway On The Level. For all your 
handyman needs. Credit ards 
accepted 727-641-4258. 
..............................................................
HOME HEALTH AIDES WANT-
ED - Call Diane Gasparini at Ded-
icated Angel Inc. 727-389-2953.
..........................................................
HAVE NO FEAR, HELP IS HERE! 
Need a hand around the house, a 
ride to the Dr.’s, grocery store or 
anything in between. 10 years exp. 
w/references. Would love to lend 
a helping hand in anyway I can. 
Tammy 727-992-4025.
..........................................................
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Our Whole
Body Approach
FYZICAL redefines health, wellness, and preventative
care with hands-on, personalized treatment. Our
expert therapists specialize in orthopedic, sports,
neurological, manual, and balance therapy, focusing
on uncovering the root cause of your challenges—
not just treating symptoms.

With innovative methods and integrated testing, we
detect issues early, prevent injuries, and help you
avoid surgery. Get back to what you love, stronger
than ever.

For more information, visit: fyzical.com or 
call our office at: 727-378-4927

13826 Little Rd, Hudson, FL 34667 | 6119 Deltona Blvd, Springhill, FL 34606

HAPPENINGSHAPPENINGSLoca
l

Loca
l

West Pasco Model Train Club
Opem House on Saturday, 
December 13th from 10:00-
3:00. Our location is at 11441 
Osceola Dr. New Port Richey 
Fl..Check us out on our website 
wpmra.org and check us on 
Youtube and Facebook.

Are you looking to honor lo-
cal Veterans? You might want 
to consider volunteering for 
Gulfside Hospice. If so, call 
Gulfside Hospice Veteran Vol-
unteer Services Program Coor-
dinator Janie Bennett @ 813-
576-8851 for more information 
and to sign up. We offer a 1 day 
training at no cost to you! 
Lunch is provided. Look for-
ward to hearing from YOU! 

Nature Coast Bridge Club 
(NCBC) is now located at Her-
nando County Shrine Club, 
13400 Montour St., Brooksville. 
We are actively seeking new 
members. If you are a social 

bridge player and would like to 
learn duplicate, we invite you to 
join us. We will give you a free 
lesson and, if you like, an NCBC 
member will shadow you as you 
play on your first day in case 
you need assistance.  For more 
information, call Penny at 352-
340-5120 or email Naturecoast
bridge@gmail.com. You can 
also follow us on Facebook.

Hudson Beach Yacht Club 
will hold their December Gen-
eral Meeting at the Sea Ranch 
Club house, 13711 Veronica Dr. 
in the Sea Ranch subdivision 
off US 19 on December 4th. 
Doors open at 7:00 pm, meet-
ing starts at at 7:30 pm.Visitors 
are encouraged. Boat owner-
ship is not required. Visit our 
website at http://www.myhbyc.
com or call 727-808-0909, 
leave your name & phone num-
ber to ask for information.

Hudson First United Method-
ist Church presents Love 
Came Down At Christmas.  A 
Musical Spectacular featuring:

The Voices of Praise, Bellaires, 
J. R. Farley’s Anclote Symphon-
ic Winds. Saturday, December 
6th at 3:00 pm. Free Admission. 
(Donations Appreciated, Cash 
or Canned Vegetables for Food 
Pantry). Music Director, Joanne 
Kelly, Organ/Piano, Pat Deigh-
ton and Nancy Cox, Director of 
Anclote Symphonic Winds, 
Christopher Greco.

Weeki Wachee Senior Citi-
zens Club: Our Clubs provide 
an outlet for all walks of life and 
nationalities to have fun, learn 
and socialize. Our Clubs are 
Poker, Crafts, Pine Needlers, 
Mexican Train Dominoes, Texas 
Hold’em (6:30 p.m. Thursdays), 
Pinochle, Mah Jongg, Rock-
hounds and Cards & Games. 
Bingo starts at 1 p.m. Thurs-
days. Open to the public. Call 
352-251-8404 for more info.  
WWSCC, 3357 Susan Dr., 
Spring Hill, FL 34606. Proceeds 
benefit building funds.

Volunteers are needed for the 
Pasco County Free Tax Prepa-

ration program. Good comput-
er skills are the only qualifica-
tion needed! We will train you to 
prepare income tax returns for 
low and middle income clients 
and you will become an IRS 
Certified Advanced Preparer. 
Work one or two half-days a 
week from February to April 15. 
For more information email bill.
humphrey@earthlink.net or call 
727-808-4482.

Dementia Spotlight Founda-
tion Caregivers Support Group 
Meeting, Hudson First United 
Methodist Church, 13123 US 19, 
Hudson, Tuesday, December 
2nd at 10:30 am. Contact Laura 
Arnold, 727-808-2053, larnold32 
@gmail.com

Caregivers who take care of 
Loved Ones with dementia. 
Support meeting at Hudson 
First United Methodist Church, 
13123 US 19, Hudson, Tuesday, 
December 18th at 10:30 am. 
Contact Laura Arnold, 727-808-
2053, larnold32@gmail.com. 
More Local Happenings on 22
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J. Bates Concrete Construction

727-247-9363

Licensed • Insured • Bonded
Over 30 Years Experience • Local to Area

Concrete Repair & Replacement • Pool Decks
Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Slabs

www.jbatesconcrete.com

Licensed – LC08809
FREE ESTIMATES

Beil & Hay, P.A. 

868-2306

12300 U.S. Hwy 19 N.
Hudson • Just North of S.R. 52
• Personal Injury
• Auto Accidents
• Criminal Law
• Wills/Trusts
• Probate

• Civil Litigation
• Corporations
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Bankruptcy

Attorneys at Law
Serving you 

for over 30 years

YOUR ONE STOP ROOFING CONTRACTOR

727-842-5163FREE ESTIMATES
Lic. #CCC1328842

Repairs & Re-Roofs • Hurricane Mitigation Inspections
Citizens Roof Inspections
Over 20 Years Experience

ROOFING
A division of SC Signature Construction

he New Year’s Eve 
countdown is on, with 
people eagerly await-
ing the opportunity to 

say goodbye to this year and 
welcome the possibilities of 
the year ahead. The month of 
January’s name was derived 
from the Roman god Janus, 
who was the god of begin-
nings, endings, doorways, and 
transitions. Symbolized by his 
two faces looking in opposite 

directions, Janus presided over 
many transitions.
	 Billions enjoy celebrating 
the arrival of a new year. While 
New Year’s Eve may be known 
for its raucous nature, com-
plete with overflowing cock-
tails and packed dance floors, 
parents looking to celebrate 
with their young children have 
plenty of options to turn NYE 
into a more family-friendly af-
fair. Explore these ideas for 
family-friendly NYE fun.
	 • Noon Year’s Eve: Staying 
up until midnight might be a 
stretch for young children, 
who tend to get wired and 
cranky the later into the eve-
ning they go beyond typical 
bedtime. Instead of waiting 
until 12 a.m. for the count-
down, move it back (or ahead) 
12 hours to 12 noon. Young 
children won’t mind if it’s the 
sun out instead of the moon, as 
long as they get to make noise 
and throw confetti.
	 • Homemade noisemakers: 
Making noise is part of the fun 
of welcoming the new year. 
Kids can get in on the act of 
crafting their own noisemakers 
from items that already may be 
around the house. Collect 
empty toilet paper or paper 
towel cardboard tubes for this 
purpose. Cover one end of the 
tube with masking tape or a 
round piece of plastic. Fill the 
tube with beads, small sea-
shells, rice, or dried beans, 
leaving enough room for the 
materials to move around in-
side the tube. Seal the other 
end and allow the kids to deco-

Ideas for Families

rate their noisemakers. Then 
it’s only a matter of shaking 
them when it’s time to wel-
come 2026.
	 • Dress-up photo booth: Many 
people love to dress up for a 
special occasion. At a fami-
ly-friendly New Year’s Eve 
celebration, set aside a corner 
of a room with dress up props 
like funny glasses, feather 
boas, top hats, and NYE-spe-
cific items. Explore digital dis-
posable camera apps like POV, 
Lense or Pixel Party. Guests 
simply scan a QR code for the 
event that the party host has 
established for a low price, and 
can snap moments at this “pho-
to booth” that are shared ef-
fortlessly to one digital place. 
	 • Kids beverage bar: Ensure 
that younger guests can be 
age-appropriate mixologists 
with sodas, fruit juices, citrus 
slices, and maraschino cher-
ries. Or set up a hot cocoa bar 
with miniature marshmallows, 
whipped cream, chocolate 
shavings, and peanut butter 
chips.
	 • Family-friendly dance club: 
Put together a playlist of popu-
lar songs and choose the 
“clean” versions so children 
will not hear questionable lyr-
ics. Clear an area of the party 
to serve as the dance floor, and 
utilize strobe lights or a disco 
ball to enhance the atmo-
sphere.
	 Families can celebrate New 
Year’s Eve with kids in enter-
taining ways that are appropri-
ate for everyone in the home.

T
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• • •  BWE Social Scene • • •

CHAIR YOGA
	 Lori-Ann Lynde our yoga 
class instructor has added chair 
yoga to Mondays monthly cal-
endar at Beacon Woods East 
Clubhouse from 5:00 pm – 6:00 
pm.  The cost is $5.00 for mem-
bers & $6.00 for guests.
What is chair yoga?
	 Chair Yoga allows you to 
perform yoga poses while seat-
ed or using a chair for balance.  
Chair-based yoga offers the 
same benefits as traditional 
yoga, like boosting strength, 
flexibility, and mental well-be-
ing.  It promotes relaxation, re-
duces stress and improves men-
tal clarity.  Like other forms of 
exercise, seated yoga may also 
help improve mood, your confi-
dence and relieve anxiety and 
depression.  This yoga is a 
slower paced flow for begin-
ners or those that want to focus 
on the pose without having to 
worry about balancing.  Chair 
yoga poses engages your legs, 
upper back, lower back, shoul-
ders, hamstrings, hips, glutes 
and feet.  The poses elongate 
and lengthen the back and can 
help improve your core muscles 
and core strength.  It can also 
help relieve stiffness in your 
shoulders, back, arms and legs.  

Joanie’s Beginners 
Line Dance Class
	 Every Monday beginning 
September 8th. 
	 Time: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
	 Cost $3.00 for BWE mem-
bers, $4.00 for nonmembers.

Tai Chi / Chi Kung
	 Tai Chi/Chi Kung is a fun, slow simple exercise that's EASY so 
everyone will benefit.  
	 Increase focus, flexibility, energy, coordination.   Improve bal-
ance, breathing, posture and lower blood  pressure.   A donation 
for members is $5.00 and $6.00 for guests.
	 Class is 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays. Call Pat, Grand  Master has 
taught over 20 yrs.
	 Join the fun!  992-7896

  The Wednesday after-
noon Yarn Group has 
been busy making items 
that are being donated to 
Hospice Care Coordina-
tor Janie Bennett.   These 
gifts of kindness will be 
given to adults, children 
and infants in their time 
of need to help with the 
end of life comfort.  
  The yarn group is a 
small intimate group. 

While we are busy creating some wonderful gifts and works of art, 
the additional benefits have been the dear and marvelous friends who 
have been made along the way.  This group works in all mediums 
including knitting, crocheting, needlepoint, quilting, and more. 
  Couldn't find more caring or sharing people anywhere. Come 
join in the fun on Weds., 1-3 at Beacon Woods East Clubhouse on 
Clayton Blvd. 

BWE YOGA CLASSES
	 Yoga Classes are held at the 
BWE Clubhouse on Thursdays 
from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  
Classes are led by Lori-Ann 
Lynde, a Certified Yoga instruc-
tor.  Join her for relaxing music 
to help stretch, strengthen, and 
build posture and balance in 
your body while relaxing your 
mind.  All you need is a yoga 
mat, a towel for your head, 
comfortable clothes and a water 
bottle.  The cost is a $5.00 do-
nation and $6.00 for guests. For 
additional information call Lo-
ri-Ann 727-505-7703.

Thanks to Our Readers:
  Just a note to thank our readers for patronizing the businesses in this publication and 
letting them know you saw their ad in The Beacon. The advertisers make this free magazine 
possible to all the residents in Beacon Woods East.

Thanks again — Your friends at Sieber Graphics

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE ADVERTISERS IN THIS PUBLICATION

	 Now let me tell you a little 
about myself.  My name is Lo-
ri-Ann Lynde and I am a 500 
hour Yoga Instructor with a 
specialty certification in Chair 
Yoga.  I modify poses for those 
that may need it.  I have been a 
member of the Yoga Alliance 
for 5 years.  I would love to 
have everyone come out and 
give it a try.  All you need to do 
is show up to class.  I recom-
mend you bring a towel and a 
bottle of water to stay hydrated.

BWE Wednesday 
Yarn Group



– 14 –

Welcome 
New Neighbors
	 The Board of Directors and 
staff of the Beacon Woods East 
Homeowners’ Association would 
like to extend a hearty welcome 
to our new neighbors and asso-
ciation members.  
Berkley Village
Ipvestments LLC
8635 Braxton Drive
Ravenwood Village
William Natal
8209 Rugby Ct.
	 New owners are reminded 
that we are a Deed Restricted 
Community with regulations 
governing the maintenance and 
appearance of their property.  
We charge small association 
fees payable quarterly, semi-an-
nually or annually.  All new 
members agree to this arrange-
ment in writing at closing.
	 We encourage new owners to 
visit our Clubhouse, check out 
our swimming, sports and play-
ground facilities, and find out 
about our community activities.
	 The BWEHA Board of Direc-
tors meets once a month on the 
first Tuesday.  New members are 
invited to attend these meetings 
and learn about the workings of 
our Association.  They can par-
ticipate in the formal Board 
meeting by speaking or asking 
questions during the Open Fo-
rum part of the meeting.
	 All members receive the 
monthly BEACON newsletter 
and are encouraged to read it 
for important news about the 
community and its people. 

BWEHA OPERATING STATEMENT - OCTOBER 2025

INCOME
HOA FEES  $ 72,894.37 
GUEST FEES  $ 112.50 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES  $ 5.00 
RENT CLUBHOUSE  $ 600.00 
INTEREST INCOME RESERVES  $ 554.12 
INT INCOME _ASSESSMENTS  $ 15.35 
ESTOPPEL CERTIFICATES  $ 450.00 
ATTORNEY FEES  $ 919.54 
LATE FEE  $ 574.00 
ELECTION - VOTING  $ 600.00 
OTHER INCOME  $ 1,819.15 

TOTAL  $ 78,544.03 
EXPENSE

UTILITIES  $ 3,065.59 

SERVICES
POOL REPAIRS  $ 1,665.17 
COMPUTER & INTERNET EXPENSE  $ 32.10 

 LIABILITY/ECT. INSURANCE  $ 11,649.13 
 SOCIAL GATHERING  $ 49.28 

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES   $ 200.00 
MISC. EXPENSE -REFUNDS  $ 292.00 
RETENTION AREA MAINTENANCE  $ 926.05 
COPIER MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT  $ 66.67 
LAWN MAINTENANCE CONTRACT  $ 2,000.00 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES BEACON NEWS  $ 135.00 
LAWN/SHRUB FERTILIZATION  $ 530.00 

 POOL SUPPLIES  $ 340.25 
INTERIOR PEST CONTROL  $ 33.17 

TOTAL  $ 17,918.82 

MAINTENANCE/SUPPLIES
COMMON AREA MAINTENANCE  $ 428.82 

 BUILDING MAINTENANCE  $ -   
TOTAL  $ 428.82 

PAYROLL
SALARIES  $ 13,131.82 

TOTAL  $ 34,545.05 

 1
NET INCOME POOLING RESERVES STANDARD RESERVES
 $ 44,756.94  $ 176,219.10  $ 220,976.04 
RESERVES - DEPOSITED $5,000.00 TO EACH RESERVE ACCOUNT IN OCTOBER

  

 2

BWEHA Operating Statement • October 2025

H0! H0!
H0PING
     TO
BRING IN
NEW BUSINESS?

Advertise in 
this and other 

local 
publications. 
Email Sieber 
Graphics 

ads@sieber
graphics.com

or call 
727.868.9341

We make it easy!
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3 Metrics That Can Help People 
Gauge Their Financial Health

	 Effective money manage-
ment can help men and women 
achieve their short- and long-
term goals. Wise investment 
strategies and a commitment 
to saving for retirement are 
great ways to manage money 
over the long haul, but it's im-
portant to seek ways to do so 
in the short-term as well.
	 Monitoring financial health 
is a short-term strategy that 
can keep individuals on a path 
toward long-term security. 
While various metrics can be 
looked to as indicators of fi-
nancial health, adults can keep 
these three variables in mind 
as they look to utilize short-
term strategies to ensure their 
long-term success.
	 1. Debt-to-income ratio: 
Debt-to-income ratio can be a 
good indicator of financial 
health. The Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau defines 
debt-to-income ratio (DTI) as 
all your monthly debt pay-
ments divided by your month-
ly gross income. Lenders uti-

lize DTI to determine the 
creditworthiness of loan appli-
cants, but individuals also can 
use it as a metric to gauge their 
financial health. Monthly debt 
payments include mortgages, 
auto loans, student loans, and 
other debt payments, including 
credit cards. Individuals whose 
debt payments total $2,000 per 
month and who earn a gross 
monthly income of $6,000 
have a 33 percent DTI. The 
credit experts at Experian sug-
gest a DTI of 35 percent or less 
is indicative that debt is being 
handled well, so that's a figure 
to keep in mind.
	 2. Savings balances: Sav-
ings accounts don't generate as 
much interest as they did 
throughout the 1980s and 
1990s. According to Nasdaq, 
savings interest rates climbed 
as high as 8 percent in the 
1980s, but have fallen below 
0.25 percent since the financial 
crisis of 2008. That's led some 
to devalue savings, but savings 
balances can be a good indica-

tor of financial health. A sub-
stantial savings account can 
help individuals avoid taking 
on debt when costly emergen-
cies and expenses arise unex-
pectedly, thus helping them 
keep their DTI in a financially 
advantageous range.
	 3. Credit score: Credit score 
is another strong, and easily 
accessible, indicator of person-
al financial health. Individuals 
can now access their credit 
scores for free each month 
through their banks and credit 
card providers. Experian notes 
that credit scores range from 
300 to 850, and where a score 
falls in that range can indicate 
if a person is managing credit 
in a healthy or unhealthy way. 

Experian reports scores 740 
and above are very good, while 
scores between 670 and 739 
are considered good. Scores 
between 300 and 579 are con-
sidered poor, while a score be-
tween 580 and 669 is consid-
ered fair. Scores below 669 
indicate there's room to use 
credit more wisely, which in-
volve reducing reliance on 
consumer credit, making pay-
ments on time and ensuring 
payments are more than the 
monthly minimum.
	 These three metrics and oth-
ers can be utilized by individu-
als looking to gauge their fi-
nancial health in an effort to 
realize their short- and long-
term goals.

	 A journey through the pro-
duce aisle at a typical gro-
cery store offers shoppers 
a chance to pick up a 
wide range of healthy 
foods. The nutrition-
al value of fruits 
and vegetables is 
undeniable, and 
some produce aisle 
staples garner more glory than 
others. 
	 Unlike apples, pears might 
not be touted as a daily means 
to avoiding doctor visits. But 
pairs are a nutritional power-
house nonetheless. Recogni-
tion of the many health benefits 
of eating pears may compel 
more people to eat more of this 
often unheralded yet highly nu-
tritious fruit.
	 • Pears are a great source of 
dietary fiber. Dietary fiber ben-
efits the body in numerous 

ways. Dietary fiber 
increases the weight 
and size of stool, 

helping people 
avoid constipa-
tion. A diet high 
in dietary fiber 
also helps to 
lower cholesterol 
levels and reduce 

risk for colorectal cancer, hem-
orrhoids and diverticulitis. A 
single pear contains roughly 21 
percent of the daily recom-
mended value of dietary fiber, 
placing it among the most ben-
eficial fruits a person can eat in 
an effort to ensure adequate fi-
ber consumption.
	 • Pears are an ideal low-cal-
orie snack. Healthy snacks can 
help anyone maintain energy 
levels throughout the day, 
while less healthy items con-
sumed between meals can con-

tribute to fatigue and other ad-
verse side effects. Pears are 
fat- and sodium-free and a sin-
gle, medium-sized pear con-
tains roughly 100 calories. That 
makes pears an ideal snack for 
those who need a low-calorie 
snack to keep their energy lev-
els up between meals.
`• Pears are a good source of 
potassium. The National Insti-
tutes of Health notes that potas-
sium helps to ensure proper 
nerve function and maintain a 
regular heartbeat. The NIH also 
notes that a diet rich in potassi-
um can offset some of the 
harmful effects of sodium, par-
ticularly in regard to blood 
pressure. That’s good news for 
pear lovers, as USA Pear re-
ports a medium-sized pear con-
tains roughly 190 milligrams of 
potassium, or about 4 percent 
of the daily recommended in-
take of this important mineral. 

	 • Potassium provides a sig-
nificant amount of vitamin C. 
Vitamin C is a notably benefi-
cial antioxidant that the Mayo 
Clinic notes performs a variety 
of important roles in the human 
body. Vitamin C helps with the 
formation of blood vessels, car-
tilage, muscle, and collagen and 
also helps to protect the body 
against cell damage. A medi-
um-sized pear provides roughly 
8 percent of the daily recom-
mended value of vitamin C, 
which serves as another reason 
to include pears in your dietary 
regimen.
	 Pears pack a nutritional punch 
that can benefit anyone looking 
to eat healthier and reap the re-
wards of a nutritious diet.

The Nutritional Value of Pears

Healthy inside.
Happy outside!
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	 December 7 is a solemn day 
marked by remembrance of an 
event that lives on in the minds 
of many people — particularly 
those who are old enough to re-
member the ravages of World 
War II.  On December 7, 1941, 
Japan launched a surprise attack 
on the U.S. Pacific Fleet sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
resulting in more than 3,500 
American troops and civilians 
being wounded or killed. The 
Japanese attack brought the war 
much closer to home, shocking 
the country and the world.
	 In honor of Pearl Harbor Re-
membrance Day, here’s a look at 

some interesting and surprising 
details about the attack and Pearl 
Harbor in general.
	 1. Japan attacked Pearl Har-
bor as part of a strategy to ex-
pand its empire into Southeast 
Asia for oil and other vital re-
sources. Japan was threatened 
by U.S. opposition and the oil 
embargo placed on the nation by 
the United States.
	 2. Pearl Harbor is an Ameri-
can lagoon harbor on the island 
of Oahu, which is west of Hono-
lulu. It often was visited by the 
Naval fleet of the United States.
	 3. Pearl Harbor lies approxi-
mately 3,800 to 4,000 miles 

from Tokyo, Japan. It is much 
closer to the U.S., at roughly 
2,600 miles from Los Angeles, 
despite Hawaii often being de-
scribed as centrally located in 
the Pacific.
	 4. To catch the Americans by 
surprise, Japanese ships main-
tained strict radio silence 
throughout their trek from Hito-
kappu Bay to a predetermined 
launch sector 230 miles north of 
the Hawaiian island of Oahu, 
according to the National World 
War II Museum. Planes lifted 
off at 6 a.m., followed by a sec-
ond wave an hour later.
	 5. The first wave of planes ar-
rived shortly before 8 a.m. that 
Sunday morning, with hundreds 
of Japanese fighters descending 
on the base.
	 6. Pearl Harbor Tours says 
many people do not know that 
Americans fired the first shot the 
morning of December 7. The 
Wickes-class destroyer USS 
Ward attacked and sank a 
Ko-hyoteki-class midget sub-
marine near the entrance to Pearl 
Harbor. It was the first shot fired 
on that day.
	 7. Japan’s plan was to destroy 
America’s Pacific Fleet so the 
Americans would not be able to 
fight back. Radio silence only 
was broken once Captain Mit-
suo Fuchida was perched above 
the American ships and shout-
ed, “Tora! Tora! Tora! (Tiger!, 
Tiger! Tiger!),” the coded mes-
sage informing the Japanese 
fleet that Americans were caught 
by surprise.

12 facts about Pearl Harbor

	 8. All nine battleships in Pearl 
Harbor sustained significant 
damage. All but the USS Arizo-
na, USS Oklahoma and the USS 
Utah were eventually salvaged 
and repaired. 
	 9. Half of the 2,403 U.S. per-
sonnel who perished at Pearl 
Harbor were aboard the USS Ar-
izona. The sunken battleship 
serves as a memorial to all who 
died in the attack.
	 10. The Japanese suffered ca-
sualties during the attack. One 
hundred twenty-nine Japanese 
soldiers were killed.
	 11. The attack on Pearl Har-
bor was the catalyst for the U.S. 
to enter World War Two. On De-
cember 8, 1941, Congress ap-
proved President Roosevelt’s 
declaration of war on Japan. 
Three days later, Germany and 
Italy (Japan’s allies) declared 
war against the United States. 
	 12. Japan misjudged the 
American resolve and resil-
ience, as well as the Americans’ 
capacity to wage a protracted 
war. Nearly four years later, 
World War II would come to a 
close after atomic bombs were 
dropped on Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki on August 7 and August 
9. More than 100,000 Japanese 
were killed and thousands more 
injured by radiation sickness.
	 The attack on Pearl Harbor is 
a day that has lived in infamy, 
marking not only a reason for 
the U.S. to get involved in World 
War II, but showing the world 
that Americans would not be 
bullied into submission. 

Come New Year’s Eve, 
it’s customary to count down 
the last 10 seconds until the 
clock strikes midnight and the 
new year officially begins. It 
seems like the 10-second count-
down is as old as time itself, but 
the tradition actually is much 

more modern. According to 
Alexis McCrossen, a history 
professor at Southern Method-
ist University, prior to the twen-
tieth century, New Year’s Day 
was celebrated rather than New 
Year’s Eve. And even up until 
the mid-twentieth century, 
countdowns were not associat-
ed with New Year’s Eve or even 
festive occasions. However, the 
tides turned on countdowns 
with the Apollo moon launch in 
1961. After that, countdowns 
for radio hits and other fun ac-
tivities began. Although some 
TV announcers in the 1960s be-
gan counting down to the new 
year, it wasn’t until 1979 that 

the crowd at Times Square in 
New York City began joining 
in. This was despite the first 
New Year’s Eve ball drop being 
held more than 70 years earlier 
in 1907. Publisher Adolph Ochs 
organized the first New Year’s 
Eve party in Times Square in 
1904, while the first-ever ball 
drop took place three years lat-
er when the city banned fire-
works for the celebration. Yet it 
was not until the final year of 
the 1970s for it to be fashion-
able for a crowd to gather and 
participate in shouting out the 
10-second countdown, a prac-
tice that is now tradition.

and a
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	 Alcohol tends to be part of 
holiday indulgence. From 
mulled ciders to creamy egg-
nogs to cranberry-infused cock-
tails to champagne toasts, there 
are plenty of spirited ways to 
raise a glass in good cheer. Al-
cohol, when enjoyed in modera-
tion, can be part of holiday cele-
brations. However, people must 
be mindful to consume alcohol 
safely and responsibly. Here are 
some tips to avoid getting tipsy 
this holiday season.
Understand 
standard drink sizes
	 Drinks like beer, wine and 
distilled spirits contain varying 
amounts of alcohol. Therefore, 
the “size” of a drink varies de-
pending on one’s beverage of 
choice. The National Associa-
tion on Alcohol Abuse and Al-
coholism says a 12-ounce bottle 
of beer at 5 percent alcohol by 
volume is one standard drink, as 
is a five-ounce glass of wine at 
12 percent alcohol by volume. 
Those who enjoy distilled spir-
its should recognize that a 
1.5-ounce shot glass at 40 per-
cent alcohol by volume is a 
standard drink. The higher the 
alcohol volume, the smaller the 
portion size one should have.
Follow the “1-2-3” rule
	 The 1-2-3 rule is a guideline 
for more responsible drinking. 
Typically it means having no 
more than one standard drink 
per hour, no more than two 
standard drinks per occasion, 

and no more than three stan-
dard drinks per day. This will 
help the body to process alco-
hol safely and prevent binge 
drinking.  
Consider the 
“20-minute” rule
	 Another guideline for reduc-
ing alcohol consumption is to 
pause for 20 minutes after fin-
ishing a drink before having an-
other. This allows time to decide 
if a second drink is truly desired. 
This strategy, although not sci-
entific in nature nor based on 
any general guidance on safe 
moderate drinking recommen-
dations by health experts, sim-
ply is a way to drink less by 
slowing down consumption.
Eat food prior to drinking
	 Johns Hopkins University 
notes eating before drinking 
slows the rate at which alcohol 
reaches the small intestine. This 
helps to taper absorption to a 
pace that the body can handle 
more effectively. Eating food 
while drinking alcohol also in-
creases the rate of alcohol elim-
ination from the bloodstream 
by 25 to 45 percent. Foods that 
blend a mix of protein, fat and 
carbohydrates work best for 
this purpose.
Alternate with water or seltzer
	 Drinking still or sparkling 
water between alcoholic bever-
ages gives the body time to pro-
cess any alcohol being con-
sumed and helps to prevent 
dehydration (alcohol is a di-

Drink Safely 
This Holiday Season

The holiday season is an enjoyable time of year for a variety of 
reasons. Individuals get to spend time with friends or family members 
they may not see very often; gifts are purchased and exchanged; and 
plenty of delicious foods and beverages are consumed. The holiday 
season can be an indulgent time of year, but most people cast aside 

the excess in January as they make and heed annual resolutions.

uretic). An added bonus is that 
drinking water between alco-
holic drinks slows the rate of 
consumption.
Skip driving
	 Alcohol affects one’s ability 
to make sound decisions and 
also impairs reaction times and 
motor skills. That is why it is 
essential to have a plan for get-

ting home before consuming 
alcohol. Taxis, rideshare ser-
vices and designated drivers are 
each better means of getting 
home than driving oneself after 
consuming alcohol.
	 Alcohol may play a role in 
holiday celebrations. Through 
responsible and safe behavior, 
the holidays can remain merry.



– 18 –

All Stars Irrigation All Stars Irrigation 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

 

Installation ★ Repair ★ Maintenance
Well Pumps ★ Landscaping
24 Hour Emergency Service
AllStarsIrrigation@yahoo.com

352-340-9602

Are There Better Times to 
Purchase Big-Ticket Items?

	 Consumers know that advice 
is never hard to come by when 
purchasing expensive items. A 
beloved uncle might insist he 
knows which time of year to 
purchase a new car, while a co-
worker might claim to have the 
scoop on when to buy a new 
couch. Timing can be important 
when buying big-ticket items, 
but are there really ideal times to 
purchase such products? Though 
that question may not have a de-
finitive answer, consumers may 
actually have an advantage 
when buying items like cars, ap-
pliances and home furnishings 
at certain times of year.
	 · Cars: Automobiles are 
among the most expensive 
items consumers can purchase, 
but shopping in September or 
October might help car buyers 
find better deals. New models 
tend to begin arriving on deal-
ership lots in September and 
October, and dealers may be 
looking to unload their existing 
inventory in anticipation of 

those arrivals. Some may facil-
itate that changeover in inven-
tory by offering more buy-
er-friendly deals on the 
outgoing year's models.
	 · Appliances: The financial 
experts at NerdWallet cite vari-
ous holidays as great times of 
year to find deals on appliances. 
Memorial Day, Independence 
Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
and Black Friday are holidays 
when consumers might be able 
to find great deals. Holiday-af-
filiated sales tend to be adver-
tised weeks in advance, and on-
sale items might go quickly. So 
consumers looking for deals 
around these holidays should 
do their homework in the weeks 
before the holiday and then be 
ready to pounce once sales be-
gin. NerdWallet also notes the 
weeks after the popular tech-
nology conference CES, which 
is held each January, also might 
lead to more deals. New tech 
products are rolled out at CES 
each year, so consumers might 

be able to find great deals on 
outgoing appliance models in 
the months after the popular 
trade show.
	 · Furniture: Consumer ex-
perts note two distinct times to 
buy furniture, and that depends 
on which type of furniture peo-
ple are shopping for. NerdWal-
let notes deals on outdoor furni-
ture typically can be found after 
Labor Day, which many view 
as the unofficial end to summer. 
As outdoor entertaining season 
ends, outdoor furniture retailers 
may be looking to unload their 
existing inventory to make 
room for new items that will be 
coming in the months ahead. 
American Home Shield® notes 

that the end of winter is a good 
time to buy indoor furniture, 
but great deals also can be 
found around winter holidays 
like Presidents' Day and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. Presi-
dents' Day in January might be 
an especially good time to find 
deals on furniture, as retailers 
confronting a post-holiday sea-
son slowdown may be more 
motivated to offer deals than 
they will be as the calendar gets 
further and further away from 
December.
	 Big-ticket items are expen-
sive, but savvy consumers may 
find good deals when shopping 
for various items during partic-
ular times of year.



– 19 –

RESCREENING

727-514-1764

Corey MartinCorey Martin
OwnerOwner

Mon-Fri 7am-5pmMon-Fri 7am-5pm
CMrescreening@gmail.comCMrescreening@gmail.com

CALL NOW for a
FREE - NO OBLIGATION

PRESENTATION

Are you Ready??Are you Ready??

 727.455.5506

WE CAN HELP!

Call Mike

8811 S.R. 52 Hudson, FL 34667  
727-378-8266

You Won’t Believe the Prices!!!

Jew
elry       Jewelry       JewelryDecor & More

somethinspecialinc
See All Our New Items

Buying Estate

Gold/Silver/Designer 

Jewelry

• 14K & 10K Gold
• Sterling Silver
• New Invicta Watches
• Designers Creations

• Swarovski
• Waterford
• Lenox
• Royal Doulton

• Llardo
• Estate Pieces

• Antiques
• Artwork

1 3 4 5 6 7

8

10

9

11

12 13

15

14

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

23 24

Across
1. Similar
5. Chap
8. Celebes ox
9. Opening time, maybe
10. ___ cheese
11. Cutlass, e.g.
12. From one side only
14. “C’___ la vie!”
15. Narcotic
18. Kind of store
19. Enormous birds of myth
21. “Idylls of the King” character
22. “Beetle Bailey” dog
23. “Wanna ___?”
24. Hail Mary, e.g.
Down
1. Ed.’s request
2. Sabotage
3. Cajole
4. Impeded
5. Gold-plated
6. Restrained stage performances
7. “Absolutely!”
9. A chemistry Nobelist: 1946
13. Death on the Nile cause, perhaps

Quick Pic

16. Leave out
17. Bit
18. Center of a ball?

20. “Help!”
Puzzle 
Answers on 22

Countdown 
to Christmas 
Dinner at 
Your House
	 * Five days before: Plan the 
menu and the place settings, table 
decorations and center pieces.
	 Plan the system and  decide 
whether guests will fill their 
dishes before going to the tables 
or whether you will have serving 
bowls on the tables, which is 
more work.  Ask someone to say 
the meal prayer.  
	 * Three days before: Check 
your ingredients against the 
menu to make sure you have ev-
erything.
	 * One day before: Make some 
foods in advance so you can just 
heat them. Peel potatoes and put 
them in cold water in the fridge. 
They will stay fresh if you want 
to make mashed potatoes. Make 
your pies and desserts. If you 
don’t have a portable oven, bor-
row one for the day so you can 
bake or heat different foods at the 
same time.
	 * The night before: Set the ta-
ble. Have salt and pepper shakers 
in place and fill the butter dishes. 
Get someone to help with setting 
up another table if you need one, 
and bringing in the chairs.
	 * Christmas day:  Be ready to 
serve guests a beverage when 
they arrive. When someone asks 
how they can help, have them cut 
cakes and pies into servings. 
People won’t cut an uncut pie to 
serve themselves.
	 * At dinner: Ask guests to 
hold hands for the prayer, if it is 
your tradition.
	 * After dinner: If the women 
have cooked, the men can clear 
the table after dinner.

The headline is a clue to the word in the shaded diagonal.diagonal.
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	 The holiday season presents 
plenty of opportunities to 
spread cheer and bring joy into 
the lives of others. That’s par-
ticularly true for parents, 
grandparents, aunts, and uncles 
of young children. Few things 
are more enjoyable come the 
holiday season than watching a 
youngster’s eyes light up upon 
receiving a sought-after gift.
Well-meaning adults and even 
older kids anxious to give a 
younger sibling or cousin a 
coveted gift must remember to 
keep safety in mind when shop-
ping for especially young chil-
dren. Certain toys may pose a 
threat to children age five and 
under. As holiday shoppers be-
gin to search for gifts for chil-
dren in that age group, they 
might want to avoid the follow-
ing types of toys.
	 • Toys with lots of small 
pieces: Toys with small, de-
tachable pieces can be hazard-
ous to kids age five and under 
because kids might intentional-

ly or mistakenly put the tiny 
pieces into their mouths, which 
increases their risk of choking. 
Legos are a wildly popular gift 
come the holiday season, but 
it’s important that shoppers 
read the package and purchase 
a Lego set that’s age-appropri-
ate. According to a recent re-
port from Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, 9 percent 
of toy-related injuries in kids 
age four and younger occurred 
while the children were playing 
with building sets. Though 
building sets provide a host of 
benefits, not the least of which 
is the fun children get from 
playing with them, it’s impera-
tive to purchase age-appropri-
ate sets.
	 • Toys with an electronic 
component: Toys with elec-
tronic components can pose a 
number of dangers to children 
five and under. Such products 
can heat up, potentially causing 
burns. And wire coverings can 
fray over time and thus expose 

Toy Types Toy Types 
to Avoid to Avoid 

When Gifting When Gifting 
Kids Under 5Kids Under 5

children to electrical currents. 
When shopping for children 
five and younger, skip toys with 
an electrical component.
	 • Motorized gifts: Motor-
ized gifts like scooters, cars and 
non-traditional bicycles also 
pose a threat to children five 
and younger. Motorized gifts 
may reach speeds that kids can-
not safely manage, as young-
sters’ motor skills are not fully 
developed by age five.
	 • Toys with sharp points: 
Sharp points also pose a threat 
to children five and younger. 
Kids can easily suffer lacera-
tions, eye injuries or other is-
sues that pose a threat to their 
physical safety when playing 

with toys with sharp points or 
edges. Toys with soft, rounded 
edges and no points are ideal 
for children age five and under.
	 • Projectile toys: Toys that 
shoot projectiles pose a danger 
to children and anyone who 
happens to be in the room with 
youngers playing with such 
items. Eye injuries and bruises 
are two injuries that can occur 
when children five and under 
play with projectiles.
	 The chance to light up a 
child’s eyes with the perfect 
gift is part of what makes the 
holiday season such a special 
time of year. But it’s imperative 
that shoppers find age-appro-
priate toys for children.

	 The kitchen may 
be the heart of a 
home, but health 
experts notes it’s 
also the dirtiest 
room in the house. 
According to the 
National Sanitation 
Foundation, areas 
where food is 
stored and prepared 
have more fecal 
contamination and bacteria 
than other places in a home, 
like the bathroom. The NSF 
found more than 75 percent of 
dish sponges and rags tested 
positive for salmonella, E. coli 
and fecal matter. This is a much 
higher percentage than bath-
room faucet handles, 9 percent 
of which were found to contain 
these harmful microorganisms.
Kitchens also are vulnerable to 

additional pathogens. Since 
food is found in kitchens, there 
may be higher rates of insect 
and animal pests, which come 
with their own health dangers. 
Pest droppings can be a serious 
health hazard that contaminate 
food sources and spread air-
borne pathogens that can trig-
ger asthma and allergic reac-
tions. Pest waste also can lead 

Daily Tasks to Keep Your Kitchen Clean

Kitchen Clean continued on next page
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to gastrointestinal upset.
	 Kitchens require frequent 
cleaning. In fact, the following 
daily cleaning tasks can help 
keep people safe and healthy. 
	 • Wash dishes. Hand wash 
all dishes or load them into the 
dishwasher promptly after use.
	 • Clean away clutter. Re-
move unnecessary ingredients, 
tools and other items that do 
not need to be on countertops, 
as such items may be vulnera-
ble to contamination.
	 • Address surfaces. Use an 
all-purpose cleaner to clean 
countertops and the stovetop. 
Clean up spills as they happen. 
Look for cleaners that offer 
microbial protection, but 
warm, soapy water also works.
	 • Clean frequent-use items. 
Cutting boards, the coffee mak-
er, the kitchen sink, and areas of 
the refrigerator that come in 
contact with uncooked and un-
washed food require frequent, 
thorough cleaning.
	 • Soak sponges. Sponges can 
collect germs. Heating damp 
sponges in the microwave for a 
minute can kill bacteria, offers 
Healthline. Sponges also an be 
soaked in a quart of warm water 
with half a teaspoon of concen-
trated bleach. Others have said 
to run sponges through the 
dishwasher cycle to sanitize.
	 • Wipe down handles. Take 
time each day to wipe refriger-
ator handles, stove knobs, mi-
crowave handles, faucets, and 
light switches in the kitchen.
	 • Replace towels. Frequently 
switch out  kitchen towels, and 
especially if they have come in 
contact with raw food. Use a 
separate towel for drying hands 

than you do for drying dishes.
	 • Clean the floor. Vacuum 
the kitchen floor each day, par-
ticularly after dinner. Routine 
mopping also ensures floors 
remain clean.
	 Keeping on top of kitchen 
cleaning each day can keep 
these popular areas safe for all.

Kitchen Clean continued Wishing all our readers
a very joyful and 

peaceful holiday season.
May good health

and love and laughter
be yours in the New Year!
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Seamless Gutters
Hand Cut Corners • 6” & 7”
Multiple Colors Available

Complete projeCts
Your Local Handyman

All Phases of Home Remodeling & Repair
Every Job is Important

Free Estimates

813-770-9752Call Abe

The Nature Coast Botanical 
Gardens will hold their 18th an-
nual  Christmastime event on 
Saturday, December 6th. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to par-

Send your 100 
words or  less Non-Profit

Local Happening to events@
siebergraphics.com

HAPPENINGSHAPPENINGSLoca
l

Loca
l

— CONTINUED —

 by the 17th of each month. 
        Only Non-Profit may   

        submit. All submissions 
     are subject to omission.

	 · Don't forget your current 
home. Snowbirds also need to 
arrange for the homes they live in 
most of the year to be looked af-
ter. If you plan to rent your pri-
mary home over the winter, that 
might come with hefty tax impli-
cations. If not, someone will 
need to look after the home while 
you're gone. Snow removal and 
security are two notable compo-
nents of winter home care that 
will need to be arranged before 
you head for warmer locales.
	 The snowbird lifestyle is tai-
lor-made for people who prefer 
year-round warm weather. But 
several variables merit consid-
eration before adults can com-
mit to the snowbird lifestyle.

Looking for New Customers?

Email ads@siebergraphics.com
for further information

Look No Further!
Advertise Your Business Here

or in one of our 
other local publications.

No Contracts • No Additional Fees

ticipate in Holiday in the Gar-
dens Elf Parade. Dress as your 
favorite elf and join Santa in a 
short parade around the Gardens 
at 11:00 a.m. Please call 352-
600-7707 to register for the event 
and arrive at 10:50 a.m. for the 
line up.

America’s Garden of Quilts, 

West Pasco’s Quilt show will be 
February 13th, 14th, and 15th, 
2026 at NPR Recreation and 
Aquatic Center , 6630 Van Buren 
Street in New Port Richey. Over 
400 quilts will be on display. Dai-
ly admission Donation of $10.  
Multi-Day admission donation is 
$15. Free trolley service from 
West Pasco Art Guild, West Pasco 
Historical Society and First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of NPR.

The Poinsettia planting at the 
Nature Coast Botanical Gar-
dens will be held Saturday, 
December 6 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Those wishing to bring 
Poinsettias in memory of loved 
ones may bring them to the 
Poinsettia Garden located in-
side the Botanical Gardens. 
Greeters will be present to di-
rect you to the Garden. We are 
located at 1489 Parker Ave in 
Spring Hill. Visit our website 
at: naturecoastgardens.com.

Village of Pawsitivity is a non-
profit animal rescue. We’re cele-
brating Betty White Day by host-
ing a Flapjack Fundraiser, with 
a 50/50 raffle, raffle baskets, and 
kitten adoption. Visit our website:  
villageofpawsitivity.com or our 
Facebook page: village of Pawsi-
tivity to learn more about our mis-
sion. Cost $12 for 3 pancakes, 2 
sausage links, and choice of bev-
erage. Coffee, tea, juice or soft 
drink. Applebee’s 10601 County 
Line Rd., Spring Hill. January 
17th from 8 a.m. 10 a.m. Call Joy 
at 708-562-2089 to purchase tick-
ets or have questions.

Snowbird continued

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday

9:30a Tai Chi 
10:00a Architectural/Deed
            Committe Meeting
10:30a Line Dancing
5:00p Chair Yoga

9:30a Tai Chi 
10:00a Architectural/Deed
            Committe Meeting
10:30a Line Dancing
5:00p Chair Yoga

9:30a Tai Chi 
10:00a Architectural/Deed
            Committe Meeting
10:30a Line Dancing
5:00p Chair Yoga

9:30a Tai Chi 
10:00a Architectural/Deed
            Committe Meeting
10:30a Line Dancing
5:00p Chair Yoga

9:30a Tai Chi 
5:00p Yoga

9:30a Tai Chi 
5:00p Yoga

9:30a Tai Chi 
5:00p Yoga

1:00p Yarn Group

1:00p Yarn Group

No Yarn Group

10:30a Knitters for Charity

10:30a Knitters for Charity

10:30a Knitters for Charity

10:30a Tai Chi
7:00p BWE Board
 

Meeting

10:30a Tai Chi

No Tai Chi

9:30a Tai Chi 
10:00a Architectural/Deed
            Committe Meeting
10:30a Line Dancing
5:00p Chair Yoga

Office Closed for
Elections

No Tai Chi
Office Closed for

New Years Eve
Happy New Year!

10:30a Knitters for Charity

Clubhouse Rented

2025
2025
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AIR CONDITIONING & ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ALSO SERVICE APPLIANCES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Call Now 727-859-0500
Visit our website at www.coolquest.com

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED100%

on Repairs & Tune-ups
24 Hour Service Available

FREE
SERVICE CALL

with any repair
Must present coupon. • Expires 01/10/2026

$2995

A/C 20 Point
Tune-up & Inspection

Must present coupon. • Expires 01/10/2026

Free Estimates on Replacement Systems
Discounts for Law Enforcement,

Active Military, Veterans & Seniors

#CAC 1814980 #EC 13011677

 Voted #1 Preferred Company in Pasco County

All Repairs • 3 Yr Warranty

Family Owned & Operated 
with Over 20 Years of Service!Receive a

$200 –$500 
Rebate on a 
New System!


